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Introduction

• Population ageing, which entails an increasing share of elderly age 60 and above
in the population, represents an unprecedented global demographic
transformation and is expected to intensify during the remainder of the twenty-
first century.

• The global life expectancy at birth for males and females reached 68.5 and 73.3
years between 2010 and 2015, up from 45.5 and 48.5 years, respectively, in 1950
(UN Population Prospects, 2019). The UN Population Division (2019) projects
global life expectancy to reach 74.5 years for males and 79.1 years for females in
2050.

• In the 2011 census, the elderly population age 60 and above accounted for 8.6%
of the total Indian population, numbering 103 million elderly persons. The share
of the elderly population is projected to further rise to 19.5% (319 million) by
2050. The proportion of the people aged 75 and above is expected to increase by
340% between 2011 and 2050.



About LASI- Wave I

• Longitudinal Ageing Study in India (LASI) is a full–scale national survey of
scientific investigation of the health, economic, and social determinants and
consequences of population ageing in India

• The LASI is a biennial panel survey representative of older and elderly population
age 45 and above for India and its states and Union Territories, as existed at the
time of planning of the survey.

• LASI, wave 1 covered a panel sample of 72,250 individuals age 45 and above and
their spouses, including 31,464 elderly persons age 60 and above and 6,749
oldest-old persons age 75 and above from 35 states and union territories (UTs) of
India (excluding Sikkim).

• LASI is India’s first and the world’s largest study that provides a longitudinal
database for designing policies and programmes for the older population in the
broad domains of social, health and economic wellbeing. The LASI is
internationally harmonised with the Health and Retirement Study (HRS) and its
sister studies around the world to enable cross-national comparisons.
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Type of Sanitation Facilities (Percent)
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Catastrophic Health Expenditure at Various Thresholds (Percent)
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Monthly Per Capita Expenditure and Income (INR)
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Distribution of Households with only One Source of Income (Percent)
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Distribution of Indebted Households according to Purpose of Loan (Percent)
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Household Health Insurance (Percent)

0.2

1.2 1.4
2.1 2.4

20.7

26.2

Community Health Insurance Medical
reimbursement/Insurance by

employer

Privately purchased commercial
health insurance

Employees State Insurance
Scheme (ESIS)

Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS)

Rashtriya Swashthya Bima
Yojna and allied schemes

Any Health Insurance



Individual Characteristics Distribution of Older Adults (Percent)

54

46

45-59 >= 60

Age Group

42

58

Male Female

Sex

68

32

Rural Urban

Place of Residence

37

63

Male Female

No Schooling



Marital Status (Percent)
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Work Status (Percent)
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Type of Main Job for Elderly (Percent)

46.6

15.7

4.9

14.6

17.1

1.1

36.9

33.1

1.7

8.8

17.1

2.4

51.8

25.2

2.8

8.6

11.1

0.5

12

6.8

10.6

28.1

39.5

3

43.5

21.4

3.9

12.7

17.1

1.4

Farm/Fishery/Forestry (Own/Family) Agriculture labour Non-agriculture business owner Own account worker Wage/salary Paid family worker

Male Female Rural Urban Total



Mean Monthly Earning (INR)
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Retirement and Pension (Percent)
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Diagnosed Chronic Health Conditions for Elderly (Percent)
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Chronic Health Condition according to Age (percent)
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Diagnosed Organ related Diseases amongst Elderly (Percent)
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Morbidity Conditions according to Age (Percent)
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Injury and/or Fall according to Age (Percent)
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Hypertension (Percent)
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Restrictive Lung Disease (Percent)
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Visual Impairment (Percent)
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Nutritional Status (Percent) 
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High-Risk Waist Circumference and Waist-Hip Ratio (Percent)
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Mean Grip Strength in the Dominant Hand
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Age Pattern for Various Health Indicators (Percent)
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Mean Grip Strength according to Age
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Composite Cognition Score
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Depression based on CIDI-SF (Percent)
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Different ADL and IADL Limitations for Elderly (Percent)
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Physically Active by Age and Sex (Percent)
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Hospitalization in Last 12 Months according to Age (Percent)
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Living Arrangements of Elderly (Percent)
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Elderly Aware about Various Social Security Schemes (Percent)
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