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27% Indian Women Affected By Cervical Cancer

o ITHMR University Celebrates International Women Day and support
of the theme # ChooseToChallenge

® Challenging Gender Inequality

Jaipur (The Hawk): Cen-
ter for Gender Studies at
HHMR University in sup-
port of International
Women's Day and 11s
theme #
ChooseToChallenge in-
vited & renowned
Gynaecologist and
orgasssed & 1alk on Cervi-
cal Cancer and Menstrual
Hygiene Management
with women staff atall lev-
el

74000 women die
from Cervical Cancer in
India aloae. Cervical Can-
cer 18 the 2nd most af-
fected Cancer i Indian
Women a huge percentage
of 27% [ndian women af-
fected by Cervical Cancer
out of the Global data of
73% women affected by
the same Cancer.

Menstrual Hygiene
Management [MHK?) re-
fers 1o the practice of us-
g clean matersals o ab-
sorb menstrual blood that
can be changed privately,

safely, hygiencally, and
as often as meeded tor the
duration of the menstrual
cycle. According to the
Performance Moniloning

for Action 2020
(PMA2020) resules, only
36% of 5,084 girls and
women, aged 15 10 49, in
Rajasthan have every.
thing they need to manage
their menstruation. A ma-
jority of women are not
able 10 adequately meet
their MHM needs across
their reproductive years.
About 44% of women

wash and reuse there MHM
matertals.

A challenged world
5 an alert world and from
challenge comes the
change but the queston is
"what to challenge on this
International Women's
Day". We are very far to
achieve the Sustainable
Development Goal §: gen-
der equality by 2030 in In-
dia, An essenual change 15
required to celebrate
equality with diversity. As
per the 2019 SDG Gender
Index scores and rankings

by country, India scored
$6.2 only based on five
major indicators like:
child, early. and forced
marriage; perceptions of
partner violence; legal
grounds for abortion:
women in parliament; and
women in ministerial
roles. Dr. Nutan Prabha
Jain, Darector- Center for
Gender Studies (CGS),
suggests that, "We need w
challenge ourselves first.
Challenge your stereo-
types, challenge your
behaviour, and conduct if
you see this 1$ a barrier in
utilizing one's potential to
the maximum. Keep a
copy of the Constitution
of India in every Institu-
tions and even family and
value its provisions of
"gender equality”. Be a
g&uod neighbour and divert
the attention while gen-
der-based violence is go-
ing on or break the si-
lence. Create awareness of
various overament
schemes and provisions.
Be the change!™

The Center for Gen-
der Studies (CGS) has s
origin in the ‘Resource
Center on  Women's
Health, Ecnpowerment and
Rights' (RCWHER}) that
was set up in 1997 in the
then HHMR Insttute in a
project mode for five years
with financial support.
[IHMR University orga-
nized Rangoli Drawing
sesswon and Poster Presen-
tations highlighting the
t h € m e
#ChooseToChallenge with
students participating ac-
tively. The students and
gender champions cel-
ebrated the day by vanious
fun activities, skits, mime,
and songs. The DPHONs
who are attending a train-
ing program at IITHMR
Unaversity also enjoyed.
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