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'Soochnapreneur' Wins WB Group And CES's Global
Tech Challenge Solutions For Women 2020

Jalpur (The Hawk): The
Workd Bask Group ond CES

annousced the winners of

the Global Tech Challenge:
Solutions for Women.
launched at CES 2020, In
the st of winners is the
“Soochnaprencur’ (Informa-
tion Estreprencur) model
from India, solution driven
by the New Digital Empow.
crment Foundation (DEF),

The other two winners of

the Global Tech Challenge
are Badge tor Billions and
MicroMentor.

Digital Empowerment
Fowndation nml ITHMR
University, Jaipur joined
hands together to uddress
India’s Rural Digital Gender
divide in the Global Tech
Challenge 2020, Winning
thas chadlenge i atestimony
10 joim efforts and recogni-
tion of the initiatives that
have helped improve diver-
sity and promote women
cmpowerment.  Both DEF
and IIHMR University
Juspeat ks conmmitted 10 take
this knowlodge and digital
pannershup forward o ad-
dress wider dqulal £aps in
Indis and beyond.

Cmgn(ulalmg the
DEF-IIHMRU Joint team,
Dr. PR. Sedani, President,
TTHMR University, Jaipor,
sasd “DEF is committed 10
work towards addressing
social and economic chul-
lenges theough social and
dignal imnovations and so-
lubons involving critical
stakeholders including
wormen and address gender

igital divide and other ac-
cess related gops, HHMR

Uaiversity Is proud 1o join
handy 1ogether with them
and work on the domain of
soctal and development fo-
cused innovations.” He
added that in future both the
crganizations will work 1o-
gether on creating and dis-
seminating  knowledge
about meaningful innova-
tons for social develop-
went, * From increasing -
covs b connectivity and in-
formation for women in nu-

rural women 1o futher em-
power e tham S million
rural wornen in Indis.

“We are stromgly com-
nued to the idea that con-
necting Women 0 Commis-
nication and information
technologics will end up
beneliting the developement
of socicty o ke, Thorefore,
the prospect of scaling our
innovation and reaching
moce i theylbing for ol of us
working on the

arcus 10 Nentonng oo
Tated female entreprencurs,
the winners of this chal.
kenge are tackling the digi-
@l gender divide on mul-
tiple fronts. The World
Bank Group is pleased to
work with the selectod smmo-
vators o thit women and
gals wnrh.lvuldc can Mb

e the
oﬂan! by d|ylui mu».fulm-
tion.” said Boutheina
Guermazi, the Woeld Bank's
Director of l)ig‘ilud Develop-
ment during

Soochnuprencur program
and we look forwand 1o en-
gaging with World Bank
Group teams to create a
greater impact,” sod Osany
Manzar, founder of the Digi-
tal Empowenment Founda-
ton (DEF), in his reaction to
the announcement.

The winning soluticns
are recognized for their in-
novative efforts in addness-
mg the widening digitad di-
vide i intermet acoess gaps.
for womcn and penerating

opponunities for them ore-

ment, The Soochnaproncur
soluthon is recogniecd for s
digital based rural / commm-
ity entreprencunhap dene
that coanccts India’s roral
citizens to information,
nighes, government entitie-
ments and other necessary
dhgital services. Since its cre-
atwom, i has trained 25,000

u«!hy digital techmologies,
particularly during crises,
such us the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when connectivity is
the key. The 2020 winning
solutions above, were
evaluated by a pancl of kead-
g expests from Macrosoft
4Afrika Initiatives. GSMA.
SofiBank, the Intermabonal

Telecommmmication Union,
IBM i The Feasale Quo-
tient and thiee winners were
sefoctedd from over 10004+ ap-
plications received from
arcand the globe. We are
thrilked 10 receive this rec-
ognition and we believe that
Our suecess story can be
scaled-up and replicated in
Wl parts of the woekd, sail
Dr. Shoenn Jain, Associate
Professor & Cher Contre e
Innovation, Incobation nxl
Entreprencursiip, HHMR
University and wcam meni-
ber, DEFIITHMRU Joint
teanm,

10 o wonderful mews!
Ttis not just winning but also
N oppartunity to e our
sochitl innovation with the
global commwniry. We are
excited with the thouzht of
joining hands with other
like-munded immovators o
scale-up our solution for the
larger impact.” We are ghxl
that swe are gesting recogni-
Hon for our L b
vative technological solu-
Lhon b0 emposer women, We
wre excited o receive
mentorship froen work! bank
leaders and moee thrilled o
contribute towards the
greater good. We feel
#ShelsConmected-
#\eArConnected said Dr.
Shiv Tripathi, Professor &
Dein Trasiniog, HHMR Uni-
versity, Jalpur and member
of DEF-HHMRL Joint leam,

The Global Tech Chal-
lenge his been baunched by
the World Baak Growp. one
of the largest <ousoes of funkd-
ing and knowledge for de-

veloping countries, and

partacred with CES-the
world's most infhuential toch-
nology cvent-io beadge the
digital pemder divide, This
is suppored by the World
Bank's Digital Development
Practice. whose massion is 1o
achicve comnectivity for all,
the challenge rewands scal-
uble and innovative techio-
logical sodetions that seek (o
increase digital scoess, skills
und  op unities  for
women, mgh the Tech
Challenge every vear, the
World Bank Group and CES
seeks to rewand scalable, in-
novative sechnological so-
lutkoes fhat seek 1o empower
women in four arcas of Plat-
Fomms, Dightal Skitls, Online
Content and Enhancing
Digital Access

The Soochnaprencuy’
initiative was institutional-
ized by Dagial Empower-
ment Foundation in 2016
with the manal grant sup-
port of the Qualcomm un-
ot sty ‘Wanehess Reach' peo-
gram, Since then the solu-
ton traversing diverse
scope, challenges and oppor
tumities have been able 10
reach out o enderserved ar-
<ars and commmmnitics with ac-
oess o mfomstion, public en-
titlements and digital re-
sources theowgh community
Jod'S 'ITHMR
Uni Jsspur, by i keading
Postgr L Bducution mxd
Reseurch Univensity whilke
DEF is a pan India ICT for
development agency thit
works towasds digital inno-
vations amd solutions 1o i
dress cnitical development
needs in India
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