Corona lockdown and lost keys
of migrants and urban poor

TO PROTECT THE MIGRANTS, STADIUMS, COMMUNITY HALLS CAN BE USED FOR
ACCOMMODATING THEM TEMPORARILY AND SUPPLY BASIC HYGIENIC
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he ongoing natlonwide lock-
down which is supposedly the
largest to be in world will cer-
tainly help in curbing the rute
of virus sproad and help keep
the volatile health care system
from becoming a bottleneck, but
It is still not enough to control
the spreading of the COVID-19

During the lockdown, 76%
economy will shut down which
{8 equivalent to ® lakh crore
for Indlan economy and lead to
direct output loss of approx.
4.6%. According to MEA 15%
of NRIs were in countries
with top 10 count of COV-
ID-19.Indin comprises of a
significantly large share of
international migrant popu-
lation; of whom many have
been voluntarily travelled
back or has been evacuated
in view of virus outbreak,

Now here lex the problem,
where lockdown has forced the
migrants in urban area to go
back homoThe problem is
not only for international
migration but persists for
any kind of urban migra-
tion. Urban work culture
and lifestyle which is best
suited for self-isolation is of-
ten not repeated in rural
households thus increasing
the risk of contamination.
Therefore, it becomes difficult
to conduct self-practice of so-
cinl distancing and others for
prevention in rural areas,

In northern and castern
states, it is common for rural
men to migrate during off
furming season to look for ex-
tra money. They have a ten-
dency to go for more devel-
oped states like Kerala and
Maharashtra, which have
been the early carriers and
impacted the worst by COV-
ID-19, Within the Koraput dis-
trict of the eastern state of Odi-
sha, truckloads of individuals
have returned from the neigh-

boring states of Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, and
Kerala Migrant workers of Ra-
Jasthan forced to steer in foot for

thelr villages after Ahmadak
catmos under lock down.

Food security threat due
to the poverty and lack of
income for several Indian
women could hinder food
and nutrition requiremont
during the lockdown, par-
ticularly for those whose
partners have lost work. Get
ting food and money to people
without livelihoods, and keep
public services running would
be the most important chal-
lenges India will face,

According to Nouman Global
resenrch, the unorganised sectar
will still be affected oven after
the Jockdown is over: The GOTan-
nounced reliel package of Rs 1.7
lnkh crore aimed at providing a
socurity net for those who hit the
toughust by COVID-19. About 600
million people will gut froee cere-
uls and cooking gas nside
from cash through direct trans-
firs for 8 months

In a major decision, the
gover of Rajasth
announced a package worth
72,000 crores which will ben-
efit about 1.41crore poor, dis-
advantaged and marginal-
ized families that are bereft
of their livelihood during
the lockdown. Govern
ment will also supply ration to
the needy people not cov-
ered within the NFSA either

ing within the unorganized
sector with no ration cards
can also avail these benefits,
Informal sector hus 80 % of the
present India’s workforce with
one third still working s casu-

Union and State al labor. Migrants in urban ar-
governments are | u. who belong to rural areas,
working tirelessly to | are stuck without work, and
shelters are not covered either

:::;' :LI ln:;::::;" in MNREGA or the PDS
Therefore, to protect the
miseries by giving | migrants, stadiums, commu-
their political | nity halls, higher secondary
differences a go-by schools ete. can be used for
dating them tempo-

with the assistance of donors,
philanthropists or by utilizing
untied funds available with the
District Collectors, UP govern-
ment will pay 1,000 per
month to 15Lakhs daily wagers
and 20.37lakh to construction
workers to assist them meet
thelr daily needs. Similar mens-
ures have also been taken
by other state governments
Though both national and
state governments ensures
no shortage of cash and re-
sources for helping out the
poor, the guestion here is
how the institutional voids
will be handled so that the
migrant urban poor and
daily wager who are work-

varily and supply basie hy-
glenic to scale back the risk
of community transmission.
Pestering of migrant work-
ers should be strictly taken
care of. Harnssment, beating.
or monoy snatching should be
completely stopped. Setting up
of community kitchens for
food, supply of free grain and
dal (pulses) from the FCI is the
noed of the hour: Interstate co-
operation to make the ration
card and aadhar card benefits
should be facilitated every-
whereand not restricted to that
particular locality
The above suggestions are
some humanitarian rellef
s and suppl Y
benefit, however, a full proof
economic and social securi-
ty plan is needed urgently to
save migrant labor and poor
from the pandemic.
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